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December Message: 
  
Much has been written about Advent which this 
year began on November 29th and will continue 
until December 20th.  Just for the record, let’s make 
note that Advent is considered to be the beginning 
of the Liturgical year as it heralds the forth coming 
birth of Jesus as well as His second coming.   
 
This is the Light God Promised, the one John’s 
Gospel proclaims by saying, “the light shines in 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” 
(John 1:5) 

 

 

The season of Advent is also one of great symbolism.  Here are a few examples:  The Advent wreath is for God’s eternal 
being – never ending; the color of the Altar Cloths and some vestments are purple, for royalty.  The wreath has a place 
for four colored candles around it and one larger white one in the center.  Each candle represents a week of Advent 
and its theme.  The center candle represents and is called the Christ Candle and it is lit on Christmas Eve.  The theme 
each week is to help us prepare for the birth of Christ and His Second Coming.  So let’s begin.  The usual 4 words are 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  The center candle will be lit on Christmas Eve along with the other four.  There are 
appropriate scripture readings in both the old and new Testaments for this and readings will be given as each candle  
is lit. 
A current popular saying is “Let’s keep Christ in Christmas”.  I’d like to remind those who use this saying that without 
Christ there would be no Christmas and that Christ never left Christmas. (Although, some have left Christ).   

Now is the time for us to all come together united by God, our Father, to rejoice in His love for us as well as all the 
blessings showered upon us.  His Grace, Mercy and continued forgiveness are never ending. May our lives become 
more Christ centered.  No greater gift could anyone ask for or receive.   

Let’s meet at the manger! 

My wish to each of you and those nearest and dearest in your lives is for a very Blessed Christmas. 
With prayers of hope, joy, peace and love, 
Betty 

 

It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of our dear friend and church 
member, Silvio Perri.  Sil was a long time church member, and was currently serving as a Ruling 
Elder. He was active in the Maywood Community and enjoyed golfing, bowling, Giants football 
and being with his family and many friends. His caring personality, giving nature, and laugh will 
be missed by all of us.  His smile would always shine brightly and his generous and sincere spirit 
came through in all he did. We pray that he is now with his beloved wife Betty and daughters 
Gina and Dawn, in the loving arms of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We all will miss him and 
we’ll remember him always…and let’s not forget his delicious homemade Date Nut Bread and 
his luscious Lemon Cake that he often baked for coffee hour! We love you Sil… 
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Please consider purchasing a Holiday Poinsettia plant to decorate our church 
this season!  The forms for these beautiful plants accompanied your newsletter. 
Please fill out your form and bring it to church along with your payment by 
December 20th. Carol & Betty will be collecting the forms. As always, we can 
take our lovely plants home following our Christmas Eve church service or we 
can opt to leave them to adorn the church! This year is a little different.  We do 
not distribute weekly church bulletins, so if you are purchasing your plant in 
someone's memory or to honor someone with a special message, the listings 
and sentiments will appear right here in January's issue of the Church Mouse 
Newsletter!  Thank you in advance! 

 

We are pleased to confirm that our Christmas Eve service 
will be held on Thursday, December 24th at 4:00 pm. 

  

 

                   

                      

Special thanks to the Carberry family for beautifully 
decorating our church for Christmas! Thank you for 

decking our halls and making our surroundings very merry! 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated food items for the 
food drive sponsored by the American Legion of 
Maywood. They were very thankful for our help. Heartfelt 
(or toe-felt) thanks to all who generously donated socks 
for our Toe-vember Sock Drive as well! Our congregation's 
generous donations will bring happiness to others and 
thus, brings happiness to us! Thank you for your big hearts 
and kind donations. 

 

…BUT WE’RE NOT DONE YET… 

 

Please donate a new, unwrapped, toy(s) for our Toys for 
Tots drive run by the Maywood Police Department. This 
year, more than ever, with the Virus looming, many 
families need a little bit of help to make their children's 
Christmas morning a bit brighter. Let's all pitch in and put 
a smile on a child's face this holiday season. Please bring 
your Toy to church by Sunday, December 12th. At which 
time Carol will deliver our toys to the Maywood Police 
Dept. Thank you for your kindness! 

 



                                                       

  

 

December Birthdays: 
  
Emma Barberena - December 16th   
Doris Werner - December 21st   
Julie Sibbald – December 26th 
 
We wish you all a happy birthday and a wonderful year ahead! 

 

 

 
 
The Pandemic may keep us from singing our joyous 
Christmas Hymns at our Services.  But it cannot stop us 
from humming them and remembering our favorites! 
Joy to the World (the Lord has Come) 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing (Glory to the newborn King) 
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen (Let nothing you dismay) 
Go Tell it on a Mountain (that Jesus Christ is born) 
Away in a Manger (No crib for a bed) 
Silent Night (Holy Night all is calm, all is bright)  
The First Noel (The Angels did say)  
            ! Merry Christmas Hymns to all ! 
 

Why do we decorate Trees? 

Decorated trees were used in winter celebrations long before 
the advent of Christianity. Plants and trees that remained 
green all year had a special significance for people who lived in 
cold winter climates. 
   
Ancient people hung evergreen boughs over their doors and 
windows. Romans decorated evergreen trees with trinkets and 
images of their sun god. Druid sorcerers hung golden apples 
and lit candles on trees to celebrate winter solstice. 
  
Christian Christmas celebrations did indeed begin using the 
evergreen as a symbol about 400 years ago in Germany.  This 
Christmas practice spread to most of northern Europe by the 
19th century.  
 
The tree became a symbol of Christ — being triangular in 
shape it represents the trinity — and from there came the idea 
that the tree should be a symbol of Christ and new life. That's 
one of the main origins of the Christmas tree and bringing it 
into our homes. Christians use it as a sign of everlasting life 
with God. 

 

 



 
 Just for laughs  

 
He claims he hasn't been to the groomer  

since before quarantine.  

 

Question:  What is a dog’s favorite Christmas Song? 

 Answer:   Fleas Navidad ! 

 

Question:  What happened when a Dentist and a Manicurist married?  

 Answer:   They fought tooth and nail ! 

 
 
I bought a sweater yesterday and it was full of static electricity.  
So, I returned it and they gave me another one free of charge !  
 
 

Thought for the month:  
Your imagination is your preview of life’s coming attractions. 
…Albert Einstein 

                                                       

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas! 
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